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TWO YOUNG MEN, one who hopes 
to find a cure for terminal illnesses 
and another who wants to explore the 
farthest reaches of space, earned the 
top spots in the Wallkill Senior High 
School Class of 2018. Bryce Heller is this 
year’s Valedictorian and Sawyer Huang is 
Salutatorian. 

Bryce, the son of Barbara Napoleon 
and Rick Heller, has been a top student 
since freshman year. He has been active 
in National Honor Society, Student 
Government Association, and Spanish 
Honor Society, and has played both 
soccer and tennis at Wallkill High School. 

Academically, Bryce particularly 
enjoys chemistry and likes learning about 
how different elements interact. He 
credits his chemistry teacher, Ed Davis, 
with sparking an interest in the subject.

Bryce plans to attend Binghamton 
University and pursue a doctorate in 
pharmacy with a focus on pharmaceutical 
research.

“I would like to find new drugs or find 
a cure for AIDS or cancer,” Bryce said. 

Sawyer, the son of May Lue and Ken 
Huang, has also been an outstanding 
student who participated in a variety of 
activities and sports.

“I pounced on any opportunity I had in 
high school,” said Sawyer, who is currently 
president of the Student Government 

WCSD Names 2018 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Wallkill Central School District recently honored its 2018 Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian. From left, Salutatorian Sawyer Huang and Valedictorian Bryce Heller.

Tuesday, May 15, 2018  12 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High School, Leptondale 
Elementary School, and Plattekill Elementary School
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A Message from the Superintendent

Superintendent Kevin Castle hit a home run as a guest reader during Read Across America activities at Ostrander Elementary 

School in March.

Read Across America is a nationwide initiative held every year to celebrate the birthday of famed children’s author Dr. Seuss 

and encourage students to develop a lifelong love of reading. Ostrander has been celebrating Read Across America for 20 years, 

highlighting favorite children’s authors in recent years. 

Caldecott Medal-winning author and illustrator   

Mo Willems was this year’s selection.

To help students discover the joys of reading, 

administrators, teachers, staff, and parents visit 

classrooms as guest readers to share their favorite books.

Mr. Castle, a longtime guest reader who visits every 

year and an avid baseball fan, read Goodnight Baseball 

to all three Kindergarten classes and shared some of his 

own memories of attending professional baseball games, 

including the exciting experience of catching a foul ball. 

More than 40 parents joined staff as guest readers 

for Read Across America, and several other special guests 

from as far away as Holland Skyped in to read to students, 

making it a great day to celebrate reading!

Ostrander Elementary School Celebrates the Joys of Reading

The Wallkill Central School District Board of Education and 
Administration have worked diligently over the past several 
months to prepare the proposed 2018-2019 school district budget. 
As a result of the fiscal foresight of the Board of Education and 
Administration over the last several years, our proposed 2018-2019 
budget will result in a tax levy that is either at or below the limit 
for the seventh year in a row. As a result, the taxpayers in our 
community have received tax rebates from the State.  

The proposed budget is maintaining all programs and 
extracurricular activities for our students. In addition, this budget 
includes the addition of a School Resource Officer (police officer) 
at the John G. Borden Middle School and an additional security 
officer (part-time) at the Senior High School. Although we have 
implemented many safety measures in all of our schools, such as 
camera systems, safety window film, and single point-of-entry 
systems, the addition of another School Resource Officer and 
security officer will enhance our efforts.

The District is proposing a 1.91% budget increase for the  
2018-2019 school year that equates to a 2.74% tax levy increase.  
Since the proposed tax levy is at the tax levy limit, the proposed 
budget will require a simple majority of voters for approval 
(50% +1) instead of a super majority for approval (60% or more). 
Furthermore, the five (5) year average for our budget increase is 
2.2% and the five (5) year average for our tax levy increase is 1.9%.  

Dear Wallkill Community, 
The fiscal health of a school district is defined as the ability 

of a district to fund the level and quality of services expected 
by its citizens in good times and bad. The Board of Education 
and Administration have the responsibility to monitor the fiscal 
condition of their district to ensure it remains fiscally healthy. 
School districts need to have adequate resources (fund balance 
and reserves) to address emergencies and unforeseen situations 
(i.e. reduction in State Aid), without interrupting or negatively 
impacting educational services provided to students. Due to multi-
year financial planning and strong oversight of the budget, we have 
maintained/enhanced programmatic opportunities for students 
in the Wallkill Central School District, while at the same time 
recognizing the needs of our taxpayers.

This issue of Learning at Wallkill provides the public with 
valuable information on District program highlights, the candidates 
who are running for the Board of Education and the proposed  
2018-2019 school district budget.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all District 
residents for your continued support for our students.

Sincerely,

Kevin Castle, Superintendent of Schools
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2018-2019 Proposed Budget

District Revenue 2018-2019

Total Proposed Budget 
Amount ................................. $75,098,079

Increase from the 2017-18 
School Year ...............................$1,410,586

Percentage of Increase .................... 1.91%

2018-2019 Proposed Budget

Revenue Source
Amount 
Received

Estimated State Aid $29,550,000

Appropriated Fund Balance $1,940,000

Appropriated Reserves $1,151,000

Other Sources $625,000

Tax Levy $41,832,079**

Total Revenue $75,098,079

Tax Levy Increase 2.74%

Budget Increase 1.91%
**At the tax levy limit

THE WALLKILL CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CONGRATULATES THE TOP TEN 
STUDENTS IN THE CLASS OF 
2018, IN ORDER OF GPA: 
Bryce Heller, Sawyer Huang, 
Ethan Eisloeffel, Madison DeStefano, 
Frank Seelmann, Brenden Bready, 
Joslyn Shepard-Stivers, 
Jude Martini, Alec Lehmphul, 
and Kathleen Baca. 

Class of 2018 
Top Ten Named 
at Wallkill High 
School

Association and has served as an officer for all four years. 
He’s also editor of the yearbook, and active in National 
Honor Society and Spanish Honor Society. 

As an athlete, Sawyer has taken part in cross-
country and track throughout high school, and, as part 
of his plan to seize opportunities, opted to try wrestling 
this year.

“I had a lot of fun trying everything,” he said. 
Sawyer’s favorite class at Wallkill High School 

was computer science, taught by Samrat Pathania. 
Sawyer said that Mr. Pathania was not only an excellent 
computer science teacher, but encouraged his students 
in ways to be better people and to step away from 
screens and take time to think. 

Sawyer, who enjoys coding as a hobby, plans 
to attend Cornell University to pursue a degree in 
astrophysics and computer science and use it to explore 
the infinite possibilities of space. 

“I want to be the one to help search the outer 
realms,” he said.

Both Bryce and Sawyer are excited to graduate and 
start the next chapter of their lives, but they also both 
admit that leaving Wallkill High School is bittersweet.

“I’m going to miss this place so much,” said Sawyer, 
who said he will carry with him many memories of 
friends, experiences, and lessons learned. 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian
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2018-2019 Proposed Budget

What is the proposition to be voted on?
Proposition #1: RESOLVED, that the proposed Wallkill Central 
School District budget for the 2018-2019 school year in the amount 
of $75,098,079 be approved and the Board of Education of said 
School District be authorized to levy the necessary tax therefore.

Proposition #2: Shall the Board of Education of the Wallkill Central 
School District be authorized to establish a capital reserve fund to 
be named the “Facilities Capital Reserve Fund” for the purpose of 
appropriating sufficient funds necessary to construct renovations 
to, reconstruction of, and/or additions to their facilities as identified 
from time-to-time, including but not limited to those recommended 
in its five-year capital facilities plan, and including original 
furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances and 
incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, 
the ultimate amount not to exceed $15,000,000 over a probable 
term of fifteen (15) years; and that such amount shall be raised from 
the unexpended and unencumbered funds previously levied upon 
the taxable property and other such available funds located in the 
Wallkill Central School District.

What is the percent increase of the proposed 2018-2019 budget 
when compared to the 2017-2018 budget?
The 2018-2019 budget increase is 1.91%.

What is the tax levy limit? 
Essentially, it is an eight-step formula that each school district 
must use to calculate the tax levy limit. The result (the limit) is the 
maximum allowable tax levy (including permissible exemptions) 
that a school district can propose and would require only the 
approval of a simple majority of voters (50% + 1). Any proposed tax 
levy amount above the limit would require budget approval by a 
super majority (60% or more) of voters. For more information on the 
tax levy limit, please visit www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us.

Is the Wallkill Central School District’s 2018-2019 tax levy within 
the limit? 
Yes, the 2018-2019 tax levy is within the limit; therefore, a simple 
majority of voters is needed for budget approval (50% + 1). The tax 
levy increase with permissible exemptions is 2.74%. The average tax 
levy increase over the past five (5) years has been 1.9%. Additionally, 
eligible taxpayers have received rebates due to the District being at 
or below the tax levy limit.

Does the tax levy indicate how much my taxes will rise?
No, the tax levy is the amount of money the school district can raise 
through property taxes. The amount an individual will pay toward 
the levied amount is the tax rate. Tax rates paid by individual 
taxpayers may differ greatly from one household to another based 

on such things as equalization rates and assessed property values. 
At this time, individual town tax rates are undetermined due to the 
lack of final equalization rates and total town assessed values.

How much State Aid is the District projected to receive? 
The District is projected to receive $29,550,000 in State Aid in  
2018-2019. In addition, the District continues to balance its budget 
with reserves and fund balance.

What strategies were used to have a tax levy within the tax cap 
and at the same time maintain and enhance our programs? 
1. Debt has been reduced by $846,896 as a result of multi-year 

financial planning.
2. Reduction of one (1.0) FTE teaching position due to decrease in 

enrollment.
3. Utility costs were stabilized due to bidding and the Energy 

Performance Contract.
4. Fund balance and reserves were applied.

What programs for students are included in the 2018-19 budget? 
1. Addition of one (1) School Resource Officer at the Middle School.
2. Addition of one (1) part-time Security Officer at the High School.
3. Creation of a JV cheerleading coaching stipend for the fall and 

winter seasons.
4. Maintain all current programs and extra-curricular activities as a 

result of long-range planning.
5. Maintain low class sizes for K-12 to allow for enhanced learning 

opportunities (K-6 average class size of 20).
6. Maintain support services to address the social-emotional needs 

of our students.
7. Professional Development opportunities to support classroom 

instruction and student learning.

What happens if voters reject the proposed budget?
If voters reject the proposed budget, the school district may put up a 
revised budget for a second vote or adopt a contingent budget.

What additional programs/positions will be reduced if the budget 
fails twice (contingent budget)?
¡ Reduction of ten (10) instructional positions at the elementary 

level, resulting in larger class sizes and loss of programs for our 
students.

¡ Elimination of all field trips (including Ashokan).
¡ All equipment (except for technology equipment for 

instructional purposes and equipment necessary for health and 
safety purposes) would be removed.

¡ Charges to community groups that result in identifiable costs for 
use of buildings would be required.

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2018-2019 
School District Budget
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2018-2019 Proposed Budget

What is included, as allowed by New York State Education Law, in a contingent budget?
A contingent budget will allow:
¡ All regular transportation to and from school at current levels of more than .6 miles and 

to private/parochial schools for students residing less than 15 miles from their home to 
school.

¡ All legal obligations.
¡ All health and safety repairs.
¡ All expenses to maintain mandated educational programs.
¡ All other budgeted items as determined by the Board of Education.

Who can vote on May 15, 2018?
You must be registered in the School District register or for the general election. In order 
to register, you must be 18 years of age, a citizen, and a resident in the School District for 
30 days. If there is a question on voting day at the polls, inform the people at the polls you 
would like a contested ballot, complete it, and registration will be verified the next day.

Where do I register to vote?
You may register in each school office or at the District Office from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
through May 10, 2018.

May I cast an absentee ballot? 
If you are a qualified voter and expect to be out of town on business, are hospitalized, or are 
on vacation, you may request an absentee ballot. Applications for absentee ballots may be 
secured at the Office of the School District Clerk, 19 Main Street, PO Box 310, Wallkill,  
New York 12589. Applications for absentee ballots must be received by the School District 
Clerk prior to 4:00 p.m. on May 8, 2018, if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter. After  
May 8, 2018, and on or prior to 4:00 p.m. on May 14, 2018, applications and ballots must be 
picked up at the Office of the School District Clerk. All absentee ballots must be received by 
the School District no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 15, 2018.

Preguntas frecuentes 
sobre el presupuesto 
del distrito escolar 
2018-2019

¿Quién puede votar, el 15 de mayo de 
2018?
Debes estar registrado en el registro 
del distrito escolar o para las elecciones 
generales. Para inscribirse, debe ser 
de 18 años de edad, un ciudadano y 
residente en el distrito escolar durante 
30 días. Si hay una pregunta sobre el 
día de votación en las urnas, informar 
a la gente en las urnas, desea que una 
votación impugnada, completa que 
registro y se verificará el día siguiente.

¿Dónde me registro para votar? 
Usted puede registrar en la oficina de 
las escuelas o en la oficina del distrito 
de 9:00 a.m. a 3:00 p.m. hasta, el 10 de 
mayo de 2018.

Si necesita una versión en español 
de estas preguntas, vaya a nuestro 
website – www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us

Seeking Approval to Establish a Capital Reserve Fund
Purpose of the Reserve  If approved by the voters, the reserve would allow the District to complete capital 
repairs/improvements to the facilities without having to borrow.

The District would use the Five Year Building Condition Survey to assist in identifying potential capital 
repairs/improvements to District facilities, in addition to any other repairs/improvements that may be identified 
through general maintenance evaluations of the facilities.

Terms of the Reserve  The terms of the reserve would be a 15-year term with a funding limit of up to 
$15,000,000. If the reserve is approved, any funds that are to be expended from the reserve must be approved 
by the voters.

Maintain and Enhance District Facilities 
that will provide a conducive learning 

environment for students

The District will 
not have 

to borrow

No Impact on the 
Tax Levy

Generate Revenue from the State 
through Building Aid*

*$15,000,000 of capital repairs/improvements will generate approximately 
$12,940,000 in revenue over a 15 year repayment period through Building Aid

ADVANTAGES OF ESTABLISHING A CAPITAL RESERVE
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2018-2019 Proposed Budget

The Tax Levy increase has remained at or below the Tax Cap level beginning with the 2012-13 school year.

Yearly Analysis Budget Increase vs. Tax Levy Increase

Year Budget Increase Tax Levy Increase

2014-15 2.85%
2.73%*

(Eligible homeowners received a tax rebate)

2015-16 2.40%
2.03%**

(Eligible homeowners received a tax rebate)

2016-17 1.48%
0%**

(Eligible homeowners received a tax rebate)

2017-18 2.47%
1.99%*

(Eligible homeowners received a tax rebate)

2018-19 1.91%
2.74%*

(This increase is at the tax levy limit with exemptions)

SOME STUDENTS LIKE TO PLAY SPORTS AFTER SCHOOL, and some enjoy music or drama. At Leptondale 
Elementary School, there’s also a growing number of students who like to work with gears, bumper 
switches, wheel hubs, gyro sensors, and other cool stuff that, when put together, make a robot. 

More than 30 students, divided into 
about a dozen teams, have been busy 
constructing basic VEX IQ robots with 
their eye on putting their ‘bots to the test 
at an in-school competition in April. 

The robots are fashioned from kits 
containing nearly 900 parts allowing 
students to assemble their robot any 
way they like, then program it to perform 
actions like picking up a ball or following a 
pre-designed course. 

The students in the robotics club think 
they’re working on something cool and fun, 
and they are, but at the same time they’re 
building skills they might not even realize, 
like combining creativity with engineering 
and technology, carefully following precise 
directions, and solving intricate problems. 
“Working on a team is cool,” said Jacob 
Manuel, a Grade 6 student who enjoys 
building the robots. “You get to talk and 
discuss ideas, then build.”

Leptondale Sixth Graders Gear Up for Robotics Competition

Leptondale Elementary School Principal Scott Brown works with students 
Justin Dalton, Anthony Lease, Jonathan Albanese, and Thomas Kenny on their 
robot.

5-Year Average Budget Increase: 2.2%           
5-Year Average Tax Levy Increase: 1.9%

*at the tax levy cap 
**below the tax levy cap
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FOURTH GRADERS AT LEPTONDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
had a great time learning theatrical skills this spring during an 
artistic residency with a real Broadway actress.

With the guidance of award-winning actress Denise 
Summerford, the students presented “Because of Winn-Dixie,” 
a touching and funny play about a lonely young girl whose life 
is transformed when she finds a stray puppy in a Winn-Dixie 
supermarket. 

Summerford, who has appeared in shows like “Saturday Night 
Fever” and “Grease” and is founder and director of the Broadway 
Arts Collective, worked with students twice a week from late 
January through mid-March to prepare for the show.

“The focus is on them,” Summerford said of the students. 
“They do it all.”

In addition to performing, the students designed their own 
sets, props, and costumes, and even prepared flyers and other 
marketing materials to advertise the performance. Two students 
were even lucky enough to be chosen as stage managers. 

Because the play only had 11 roles, the actors changed from 
one scene to another so every student had a chance to perform 
on stage.

“I like the play because it’s about diversity and working with 
different people,” said Imagin Matthews, a student who took part 
in the show. “I love the drama club. It’s a great experience.”

Leptondale Fourth Graders Stage “Because of Winn-Dixie”

Leptondale fourth graders Emily Miller and 
Ariel Ochoa rehearse a scene from “Because of 
Winn-Dixie” while actress Denise Summerford 
follows along in the script. 

Please note 
that building 
aid in 2018-19 
was reduced  
by $715,341 
due to retiring 
debt

PROJECTED

State Aid Gap Reduction filled 
by Fund Balance and Reserves to 

Maintain Programs
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STUDENTS AT PLATTEKILL AND OSTRANDER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS have new skills for staying safe, thanks to a visit from 
Carlie’s Crusade at both schools.

Carlie’s Crusade is an abduction prevention and internet safety 
program launched in 2004 in response to the kidnapping and murder 
of 11-year-old Carlie Brucia in Florida. 

Dominick Magistro and Robert Fisch of Carlie’s Crusade visited 
Plattekill and Ostrander for several days each in March, meeting with 
students in every grade and giving them age-appropriate tips and tools 
they can use to protect themselves, both in real life and in cyberspace. 
They also urged students to combat bullying by being kind, and being 
upstanders instead of bystanders.

Videos, reinforced by advice 
from Magistro and Fisch, reminded 
students to be careful what they 
post online, and to also be mindful 
when texting to ensure that the 
person receiving the text isn’t 
behind the wheel of a car. 

Students also received training in self-defense skills to help them 
avoid being targets or victims of an attempted abduction. Although 
some of the training involved techniques to physically fend off an 
attacker, Fisch and Magistro stressed that “it’s not about fighting, it’s 
about getting away.” The two men reminded the students repeatedly 
that their strongest weapons are their brain and their voice, and urged 
students to always be aware of their environment in case they need to 
escape or defend themselves. 

The Carlie’s Crusade visits at both Plattekill and Ostrander are annual 
events that are made possible through support by each school’s PTA. 

Plattekill and Ostrander Host Carlie’s Crusade 

THE HALLS OF JOHN G. BORDEN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL echoed with upbeat music this spring 
as the school drama club prepared to present 
“Aladdin” in April. 

The show, based on the 1992 Disney animated 
film, tells the story of a poor Arabian boy who is 
granted three wishes after releasing a genie from a 
lamp.

A cast and crew of more than 40 students in 
Grades 7 and 8 took part in the show. Under the 
direction of teacher Irina Gales, students rehearsed 
after school for several months, memorizing 
lines and songs, learning dances, and using their 
creativity on sets and costumes. Their efforts 
culminated in a fun musical for their families and 
the community. 

John G. Borden Middle School Presents “Aladdin”

Students at John G. Borden Middle School rehearse a dance from 
“Aladdin.”

Plattekill Elementary School student Aria 
Alleyne practices self-defense techniques 
with a mannequin held by Robert Fisch of 
Carlie’s Crusade.

Ostrander Elementary School student 
Sean Winters practices self-defense with 
physical education teacher Tracy Kowal 
during the Carlie’s Crusade assembly.
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Plattekill and Ostrander Host Carlie’s Crusade 

OSTRANDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 
recently helped Google test its new Expeditions 
augmented reality software. With readily available 
technology, they had the opportunity to tour ancient 
Rome, observe different landforms from all over the 
world, and see inside a tornado, all while sitting in the 
library. 

Google Expeditions allows computer-generated 
images to be superimposed over the real world. With 
the Expeditions software, a building, landform, animal 
or other object appears as a 3D virtual model in the 
classroom, allowing students to inspect every angle of it, 
using nothing but a smartphone and a selfie stick. 

“I loved seeing the moon up close, especially when 
I went deep into the craters,” says Grade 6 student 
Gianna Alberts. 

Grade 3 student Bria Thomas said, “I liked seeing 
what was inside the Butte landform (an isolated hill with steep sides and a flat top).”

Ostrander’s Library Media Technology Specialist Stephen Cabarcas said he was very impressed with 
how quickly the kids became engaged and expressed amazement. “Technology is changing so quickly now. 
What we once thought was only cool effects in the movies is now becoming reality and it’s helping kids 
think outside of the box,” he added.

“This stuff is way cooler then just looking at a picture in a book,” said Grade 6 student Nicholas Brumett. 
“I’ll never get as close to the planets as I did today.” 

Ostrander Students Climb Inside Moon Craters Using 
Augmented Reality

Third graders at Ostrander Elementary School use a 
smartphone to test Google Expeditions software.

WHETHER THEY WANT TO BECOME NURSES OR POLICE OFFICERS, ARTISTS OR ENGINEERS, students 
at John G. Borden Middle School could find information and advice on just about any job at Career Day.

Organized by Physical Education teacher LeeAnn Pazoga, the day was the culmination of a classroom 
unit on careers, and featured more than 60 presenters representing  
30-plus jobs. 

Paramedics, actors, librarians, social workers, veterinarians, fashion 
designers, bank managers, chiropractors, flight attendants, makeup artists, 
and martial arts teachers were among the many diverse professions 
represented. Many provided interactive experiences for the students, 
ranging from a brief karate lesson and the chance to control a robot to 
the opportunity to try on firefighting gear and make friends with a police 
dog. One of the most popular interactive displays was run by Town of 
Shawangunk Police Chief Gerald Marlatt, who helped students understand 
some of the consequences of drinking alcohol by letting them try on 
alcohol impairment simulation goggles and then having them attempt to 
catch a ball or walk in a straight line. 

Students were excited as they moved among the booths, interacting 
with presenters and asking insightful questions. 

Pazoga said the day went well and expressed her appreciation to all the 
presenters who took time out of their schedules to work with the students.  

Career Dreams Take Flight at John G. Borden Middle School 

Bryce Fakler, a student at John 
G. Borden Middle School, talks to 
presenter Stu Smith at Career Day. 



WallkillLearning at...

10

2018-2019 Proposed Budget
Wallkill Central School District Budget Notice

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted 
for the 2017-18 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2018-19 

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2018-19 

School Year*
Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $73,687,493 $75,098,079 $73,981,493
Increase/Decrease for the 2018-19 School Year $1,410,586 $294,000
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.91 % 0.40%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.13%
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $40,715,493 $41,832,079
B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $40,715,493 $41,832,079 $40,715,493

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $755,973 $753,589
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $39,959,520 $41,078,490
H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)

$39,959,520 $41,078,490

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative Component $6,650,460 $6,962,383 $6,765,265
Program Component $59,664,496 $61,582,287 $60,722,819
Capital Component $7,372,537 $6,553,409 $6,493,409
*Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2018-19 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the 
Education Law.
Elimination of: Ten (10) teaching positions, all field trips (including Ashokan) and all equipment purchases (except computer equipment).
Total: $1,116,586

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2018-19 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $795.90

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2018-19 by the qualified voters of the Wallkill Central School District, Ulster/Orange Counties, New York, will be held at the 
High School, Leptondale and Plattekill schools in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 between the hours of 12:00 pm and 9:00 pm, prevailing time, at which time the 
polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

1  The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

**List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted 
Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements)

Description Amount

Tuesday, May 15, 2018  
12 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High School, Leptondale 
Elementary School, and Plattekill Elementary School

Visit www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us 
for more information

Annual Budget Vote 

& Election of Trustees
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Programs Offered to Students in the Wallkill Central School District

LEPTONDALE, CLARE F. OSTRANDER, AND 
PLATTEKILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

� Full-day Kindergarten
� Math instruction includes the use of technology   
 and manipulatives for hands-on learning
� Arts and Environmental Education
� Active parent organizations
� Character Education programs
� After-school programs and events 
� Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) System for   
 early reading intervention
� Computer labs and mobile iPad carts
� SMART Boards in K-6 classrooms
� 1:1 student computers in grades K-6
� D.A.R.E. program
� Family Nights for Math, Literacy, STEM, and the Arts
� Grade 6 Olympics
� Enrichment programs
� Authors’ Day
� Choral, band, and string programs
� Academic Intervention Services
� Gifted and Talented programs
� Climbing walls: leadership and trust building
� Ashokan Field Campus
� Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
� Inclusion programs for Special Education students
� Diversity programs
� Safety and wellness programs
� Fire safety education
� Summer Learning Academy
� Field days
� Project-based learning with makerspaces
� School newsroom studios
� Parent forums and workshops
� STEM lessons
� Coding instruction
� Too Good for Drugs program

JOHN G. BORDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

� SMART Boards in ELA, Math, Science, and Social  
 Studies classes
� 1:1 Chromebooks for students
� Instructional teams
� Interdisciplinary curriculum
� Enrichment activities
� Field trip experiences
� Inclusion programs for special education students

� A wide variety of extracurricular activities
� A broad intramural and interscholastic athletic   
 program that meets the needs of all students
� Character Education program
� Computer labs
� After-school academic support programs
� Active parent organizations and community   
 involvement
� Academic Intervention Services
� Accelerated courses
� Choral, band, and string programs
� Gifted and Talented programs
� Authors’ Day
� Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
� Summer Learning Academy
� Parent forums and workshops
� Career Day
� Family Coding night

WALLKILL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

� Extensive Advanced Placement/college course   
 offerings
� College offerings in pre-engineering through   
 Project Lead the Way
� Annual scholarship attainment of over $4 million
� Career and Technical Education provided through  
 the Board of Cooperative Educational Services   
 (BOCES)
� A wide variety of extracurricular activities
� A broad intramural and interscholastic athletic   
 program that meets the needs of all students
� An award-winning vocal and instrumental music   
 program
� A diverse offering of clubs, organizations, and   
 groups to benefit the ever-changing needs of our  
 students
� Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
� Authors’ Day
� SAT prep course
� Summer and evening school
� After-school Academic Support programs
� Academy Model
� College fair
� Instant college admissions program
� Peer tutoring
� VEX Robotics team
� 1:1 Chromebooks for students
� Inclusion programs for special education students

Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High School, Leptondale 
Elementary School, and Plattekill Elementary School
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2018-2019 Proposed Budget

Administrative Component: $6,962,383
�	Central Administration, Building Supervision, 

BOCES (partial)

Program Component: $61,582,287
�	Instructional Areas, Transportation, 

Extracurricular Activities

Capital Component: $6,553,409
�	Operations and Maintenance, Debt Service

Three Component Budget

Program
82%

Capital
9%

Administrative
9%

AT PLATTEKILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL on the night of March 22nd, the line to make fluffy slime stretched 
all the way to the tornado-in-a-bottle table, but anyone who didn’t want to wait could still build a catapult, 
do some coding, or visit the Starlab digital planetarium. 

With dozens of hands-on activities to try, there was something for everyone at STEAM Night…and it 
almost seemed as if everyone from the school showed up, with nearly 600 people in attendance.

The evening, organized by Principal Monica Hasbrouck and a group of teachers, provided a way for 
families to come together and enjoy fun activities that incorporated each of the STEAM disciplines: science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math.

The stations ranged from math equation posters on the walls and Periodic Table Battleship to 3D 
printers, LEGOs, and everything in 
between. There was low-tech fun like cup 
stacking and hi-tech toys like robots. 

The projects and games allowed 
students to explore basic science 
concepts and practice a variety of skills 
that included measuring, programming, 
designing, creating patterns, and working 
with technology. 

At the end of the night, students 
went home with stronger STEAM skills, 
their own gumdrop and toothpick 
construction projects, and smiles as 
wide as the galaxy. Fifth grader Rebecca 
Panio said she had fun making oobleck 
at STEAM Night. “I learned that oobleck 
can be a solid and a liquid. It’s a solid 
when you add pressure and a liquid when 
you don’t. I had fun and learned a lot at 
STEAM Night and I hope to do it again!”

Plattekill Elementary School Hosts Successful STEAM Night

Plattekill Elementary School students and their families enjoy the 
Tornado-in-a-Bottle activity at STEAM Night.
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THE WALLKILL HIGH SCHOOL PANTHER PLAYERS DRAMA CLUB invited the community to join them in 
following the Yellow Brick Road in early April with their production of “The Wizard of Oz.” 

Adapted by Andrew Lloyd Webber from the classic Academy Award-winning 1939 film, the show 
featured the same beloved characters and timeless songs like “Over the Rainbow” as well as new numbers 
like “The Red Shoes Blues,” sung by the 
Wicked Witch of the West. 

The 27-member cast and 15-member 
stage crew, many of whom are honor 
students, worked hard on the show, 
rehearsing nearly every day after school 
and on weekends for several months to 
perfect lines and songs and create colorful 
costumes and sets. Students in Grades 9 to 
12 participated, with the lead role of Dorothy 
played by senior Joslyn Shepard and the 
Cowardly Lion played by senior Liam Butler. 
Junior Brendan Butler played the Scarecrow 
and sophomore Ollie Lukach played the 
Tinman. An 18-member orchestra provided 
the musical accompaniment. 

The show was directed by Plattekill 
Elementary School nurse Liz Bailey and 
marks the 16th annual spring musical 
production by the Panther Players.

Wallkill High School Presents “The Wizard of Oz”

*The District is proposing a tax levy at the limit 

Tax Levy Limit Calculation 2018-2019

Prior Year Tax Levy $40,715,493

Tax Base Growth x 1.0077

PILOT + $2,295

Capital Exemption - $755,973

Adjusted Prior Year Tax Levy = $40,275,324

x 1.0200

PILOT - $2,341

Tax Levy Limit Prior To Exemptions $41,078,490

Capital Exemption + $753,589

TRS Exemption +0

ERS Exemption +0

= $41,832,079*

Allowable 
Growth Factor

Voter Threshold

Estimated

*Maximum 
Allowable Tax Levy

}

Wallkill High School senior Joslyn Shepard (as Dorothy) oils the Tinman, 
played by sophomore Ollie Lukach. 
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Candidates for the Board of Education
Thomas Frisbie 

My name is Thomas Frisbie and I am seeking re-election to the 

Wallkill Central School District Board of Education. For over the past 

twelve years, I have had the privilege of serving this community on 

the Board of Education. For the past two years I have served as the 

vice president of the Board. I have also been a key contributor in 

decision making with the Board at large, and several sub-committees. 

Currently, I serve on the Audit sub-committee and as chairman of 

the Building and Grounds sub-committee.

During my time as chairman of the Building and Grounds committee, 

the District has most recently completed a large capital improvement 

project. The project included upgrades to the High School and Middle 

School auditoriums, emergency generators at all of the school 

buildings, security upgrades, new softball and baseball fields, along 

with new artificial turf and field lighting, press box, and tennis 

courts. My project management and engineering experience was 

integral in aiding the District in the successful completion of this 

project. My educational background from Union College and my 

experience as a licensed professional engineer have allowed me to 

continue to be a valuable resource to the Board of Education.

I am a husband, father of three, and dedicated member of this 

community. I would be honored to continue to serve the students 

and taxpayers of our district. 

Our school district and community face many challenges in this 

current economic climate. I will continue to work diligently in order 

to guarantee our children are given the resources to reach their 

highest potential.

Thank you for your support. Please vote on May 15, 2018.

Thomas McCullough

I am a married father of two who has lived in the Wallkill area for 

about 25 years. I am a corporate controller for a firm in Westchester 

County with a CPA & MBA. I also am a former board member, 

having spent five years on the Wallkill School Board.

I see the role of the Board as three-fold. First, and most importantly, 

is to be sure that we have excellent administrators in place. 

My experience with the Board is that this has been done; our 

administrators are excellent and dedicated to providing our 

children the very best education. Second, the Board should oversee 

long-term objectives and plans for the District. By questioning and 

monitoring the vision and direction that the lead administrators 

set, it can only enhance and sharpen the long-term plans. Third, 

a board member should be a conduit for stakeholders to bring 

issues regarding the schools. The board is the voice of the people, 

whether you are a parent, taxpayer, employee, or any combination 

of the three. In an age of continually increasing demands on more 

limited resources, it’s important to have board members that can 

see the big picture and work to make an excellent education for the 

District’s children sustainable for years to come. That would be my 

motivation as a board member, and I appreciate your consideration. 

Thank you.  

Steve Missale

My name is Steve Missale and I am running for re-election to the 

Wallkill CSD Board of Education. 

My wife, Michele, is a Wallkill graduate and has been teaching at 

Ostrander for over 20 years. I have two children, Nicky and Lucy, 

who attend the Middle School. As a soccer coach for several years, I 

have formed close bonds with our community. 

When I was elected to my first term, I promised to improve the 

safety and security of our schools. Over these past three years, I 

helped to create and chair the Health and Safety committee. The 

purpose of this committee is to review and improve emergency 

drills and safety procedures. With over 18 years of law enforcement 

experience plus four years in the Marines, I have extensive training 

and the knowledge necessary to handle emergency situations. 

If I am re-elected, I promise the Wallkill community that I will continue 

to make school security my ultimate priority. Our world has shown 

us that our focus needs to be on making our schools a place where our 

children can learn, grow, and most importantly, be kept safe.

Tuesday, May 15, 2018  
12 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High School, 
Leptondale Elementary School, and 

Plattekill Elementary School

Annual Budget Vote & 

Election of Trustees
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Donna Crowley

My name is Donna Crowley and I am running for the Wallkill 

Central School District Board of Education. I have lived in the 

Wallkill School District for 22 years and have lived in the area all 

of my life. I am a graduate of SUNY Binghamton, where I obtained 

a degree in accounting. I am married with three children, ages 12, 

14, and 18. The Board of Education is another way to stay involved 

with my children’s education. 

I am a certified public accountant (CPA) currently working for a local 

accounting firm, specializing in governmental engagements in the 

audit department of the firm. My auditing experience also includes 

school district internal audits. With my employment I have attended 

school board training and other valuable continuing education 

classes relating to school districts. I am also the chairperson of the 

Wallkill Central School District Audit and Budget committees.

I have served on the Wallkill Central School District Board of 

Education since 2009 and have been involved in and would like the 

opportunity to continue to address the matters faced by our schools. 

Concerning topics continue to be children’s struggles with bullying, 

safety, and drugs. We have to provide quality education while 

shifting to progressive programs to keep up to date with the evolving 

learning environment within NYS regulations and volatile budgeting. 

While being on the Board, we have been passing responsible budgets 

below or at the tax cap annually, while still addressing District goals 

and maintaining reserves that will be used to stabilize and reduce 

future budgets. It has been satisfying to be involved in hiring the 

right leadership, adding exciting new facilities for the community, 

expanding safety measures, and especially providing progressive 

technology enhancements that are changing the way our children 

learn. The goal is always to have a positive public education climate 

in our community and a respectful and healthy dynamic. 

I have enjoyed my Board experiences and I believe these 

experiences and my financial background bring valuable 

knowledge to our Board of Education. 

David Bartolone

My name is David Bartolone and I’m running for the Wallkill 

Central School District School Board. I have been a proud resident 

of Modena, New York for 15 years now where I reside with my wife 

Brea Bartolone who is an employee of the Wallkill Central School 

District, our daughter Arianna Bartolone who is 15 years old and 

a sophomore at Wallkill Senior High School, my son Christopher 

Bartolone who is 11 years old and is a 6th grade student at Plattekill 

Elementary, and my youngest son Nicholas who is 8 years old who 

is a student at Leptondale Elementary.

I’m a proud alumni of St. John’s University where I earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree. I have been employed as a sales 

manager for the past 18 years in the real estate industry, selling 

numerous communities throughout the area. I have worked with 

parents and students of the Wallkill area as a coach for various 

different youth programs. I have spent countless hours fundraising 

for my children and the different programs that they belong to, 

ensuring to maximize the most for the programs and community.

My passion for education and the discipline of its core value 

go back to my days of childhood where education was always 

at the forefront. Having come from a home where both of my 

parents were educators in local school districts as well as at local 

colleges, the importance of education and its need to have a strong 

community involvement was something I learned at a young age.

As a school board member I will make it my mission to ensure that 

I represent the students, parents, and educators of the Wallkill 

Central School District with the utmost integrity. I will work 

effortlessly with the current board members to ensure things like 

school security, top-rated educational materials and programs, as 

well as proper budgeting for our schools remain at the forefront of 

our school system.

I would appreciate if the residents of the Wallkill Central School 

District would vote for me on May 15th and give me an opportunity 

to bring new ideas and vision to the Wallkill Central School District.

2018-2019 Proposed Budget

Board Election Details
The five candidates (shown in ballot order) are seeking election to four seats on the Board of 
Education. The three candidates with the highest number of votes will be elected to three-year 
terms beginning on July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2021. The candidate with the fourth highest 
number of votes will be elected to fill a vacant position created by the mid-term resignation of 
Dennis O’Mara. This individual would take office immediately and serve through June 30, 2020.

Candidates for the Board of Education
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District’s Board of Education

Mr. Joseph LoCicero, Board President
Mr. Thomas Frisbie, Vice-President

Mrs. Kathryn Anderson
Mrs. Donna Crowley
Mr. Steven Missale
Mr. Dustin Palen

Mr. Vincent Petroccelli
Mr. Leif Spencer

Andrew Strobach, Student Representative

Kevin Castle, Superintendent of Schools

Wallkill HS Students Shine at 
Ulster BOCES 

Wallkill High School student Matthew Brune, right, works on a small engine as 
part of the Ulster BOCES Motorcycle/Outdoor Power/Turf Management program. 
More than 120 Wallkill High School students learn practical skills every day at 
the Ulster BOCES Career & Technical Education Center in fields that include 
aviation, manufacturing, robotics, cosmetology, and culinary arts. Some of the 
many experiences Wallkill students at Ulster BOCES have had this school year 
include: having their NASA contest-winning dessert sent to the International 
Space Station; raising funds for hurricane victims in Puerto Rico through the sale 
of hand-sewn pouches; and working with auto repair tools purchased as part of a 
grant from the I-CAR Collision Repair Education Foundation. 

The Wallkill Central School District does not discriminate. Our Non-Discrimination Statement can be read in full at www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us/Page/643. 
A copy may also be requested by contacting Brian Devincenzi, Assistant Superintendent for Support Services, by phoning (845) 895-7102, emailing 
bdevincenzi@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us, or writing to 19 Main Street, Wallkill, NY 12589.


